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PRESS RELEASE 
 
EUROPEAN PERFORMERS WELCOME THE EP VOTE ON THE PROPOSED 
DIRECTIVE EXTENDING THE TERM PROTECTION OF THEIR IP RIGHTS 
 
BRUSSELS, MAY 4th, 2009 Ð Hundreds of thousands of performers in Europe welcomed the adoption by the EU 
Parliament, on April 23rd, of the draft Directive extending their intellectual property rights protection in the music 
field to 70 years, in a context where copyright is under continuous attack. 
 
The International Federation of Musicians (FIM), the International Federation of Actors (FIA) and the European 
Association of Performers Organisations (AEPO-ARTIS), stressed the importance of this decision which, if 
confirmed by the European Council, would improve the situation of the many performers who struggle daily to 
make ends meet, and are often left with no income as they get older at a time when they most need it. 
 
The undersigned organisations are particularly pleased that a clear majority of MEPs has resolved to approve a 
text that will drive real benefits towards European performing artists, despite an aggressive campaign against the 
directive, based on flawed arguments. 
 
In particular, they see the following points as positive innovations: 
- the additional 20-year term will allow most performers to remain protected during their entire life-time 
- the accompanying measures will contribute to rebalance the relationship between artists and labels. The fact 
that such measures have been complemented by a Òclean-slateÓ clause, then made permanent rather than purely 
transitional, clearly shows that the EU Parliament wants to introduce a better contractual balance in the record 
industry. Two of these measures will directly increase the performersÕ revenues (the Òclean slateÓ and the Ò20% 
fundÓ), while the third one will ensure that all recorded music can be made available to the public (Òuse it or lose 
itÓ). 
 
The text also paves the way for further extension of the directiveÕs scope to performers in the audiovisual sector, 
by requiring a new impact assessment to be carried out by January 2010 and establishes a mechanism for the 
appraisal of additional needs in the digital environment, as clearly mentioned in a review clause. 
 
As regards the DirectiveÕs effect on recorded musicÕs retail price, experience shows that the effect of intellectual 
property on pricing policies is neutral. Besides, in a vast majority of cases, sound recordings would remain 
protected with respect to authors and composers even after the exhaustion of the extended term of performersÕ 
rights, which provides another evidence that there will be no measurable additional cost for consumers. 
 
European performers now call on the members of the European Council to adopt the very same text, thereby 
confirming the EU Commission and ParliamentÕs common willingness to extend their term of protection with no 
further delay. 
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The International Federation of Musicians (FIM) is an international non-governmental organisation 
representing musiciansÕ trade unions, guilds and associations in about 65 countries covering all regions of the 
world. In the European Union, the European group of FIM counts 26 musician trade unions in 21 EU Member 
States, working both in live performance and in the recorded media. 

The International Federation of Actors (FIA) is an international non-governmental organisation representing 
more than 100 performersÕ trade unions, guilds and associations around the world. The European group of FIA 
represents professional trade unions of performers in 23 EU Member States, in the European Economic Area and 
Switzerland, working both in live performance and in the recorded media. 

The Association of European Performers' Organisations (AEPO-ARTIS) represents 28 European performersÕ 
collective management societies from 22 countries. With different sizes and ages, they totalize some 350.000 
performers as members. 


